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• Nationwide NSF-funded network formed to accelerate the economic 
impact of research
• The City University of New York (CUNY) is the hub's principal lead, with 

Columbia University, New York University, and Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute as partner institutions along with five additional affiliates
• NY I-Corps Hub provides entrepreneurial training, mentoring, and 

resources to enable researchers to form startup companies that translate 
laboratory discoveries into breakthrough products and services
• Assist early-stage innovators through the customer discovery journey to 

increase success rates of SBIR/STTR proposals

New York I-Corps Hub
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Blanks Law:

Startups are NOT small 
versions of big 

companies!
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Hypotheses Driven Business Model Development 6



GET YOU “OUT OF THE LAB” -  

"OUT OF YOUR COMFORT ZONE" -

to learn how to 

EVALUATE MARKET 

OPPORTUNITY

Experiential, entrepreneurship  
bootcamp-training course

Hypothesis-testing through the 
Business Model Canvas

Overview of NSF I-Corps Teams Program

$50,000 NSF I-Corps Grant for 
Customer Discovery on 
National Level 

Prepares innovators to 
become startup founders

You will "travel" (mostly virtually) to 

meet with over 100 potential 

customers, partners, users, and 

other stakeholders

- Quickly assess commercial 

interest and feasibility through real-

world, hands-on discovery

- Reduce risk associated with 

translating technologies from the 

laboratory to the marketplace
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3+ Member Committed Team 

Exploring a novel 
technology resulting from 
fundamental discovery in 
science & engineering in 
university labs

National I-Corps Team Eligibility

Entrepreneurial Lead (EL)

Industry Mentor (IM)

Technical Lead (TL)

NSF Funded Research OR 
Research-Team completed 
Regional I-Corps



Short Course 
5 Workshops - 4 weeks – 50 Interviews – 2 team members

Must be able to attend all course dates

Kickoff Session 1: September 27, 2023
Kickoff Session 2: September 29, 2023
Mid Sessions: October 6 & October 13, 2023
Short Course Finale Session: October 18, 2023

Upcoming Fall 2023 Regional I-Corps Cohort!

Applications are being reviewed on a 
rolling basis until September 6, 2023:

https://bit.ly/Fall2023NYICorpsRegional 

https://bit.ly/Fall2023NYICorpsRegional


Long Course 
7 Workshops - 6 weeks – 90 Interviews – 2 team members

Must be able to attend all course dates
Kickoff Session 1: September 27, 2023
Kickoff Session 2: September 29, 2023
Mid Sessions: October 6, October 13, October 20, October 27, 2023
Long Course Finale Session: November 3, 2023

Upcoming Fall 2023 Regional I-Corps Cohort!

Applications are being reviewed on a 
rolling basis until September 6, 2023:

https://bit.ly/Fall2023NYICorpsRegional 

https://bit.ly/Fall2023NYICorpsRegional


3100+ I-Corps Teams
Nationally across the U.S. higher education and research institutions 



New York City Innovation Hotspot 12
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Questions: 

Ariella.Trotsenko@cuny.edu

Connect with Ariella & the New York I-Corps Hub on LinkedIn

Subscribe to our newsletter: www.newyorkicorps.org 

mailto:Ariella.Trotsenko@cuny.edu

