
New York State NYSTAR Innovation Hot Spot Overview
Mid-Hudson Valley Region

Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester Counties



As defined by Empire State Development: “Innovation Hot Spots are business 
incubators with the additional responsibility to coordinate regional 
entrepreneurial ecosystems. The goal of the Innovation Hot Spot program is to 
improve the quality and quantity of incubator services provided to young 
companies, enabling these businesses to successfully transition from the start-
up phase to larger scale commercialization of their products and services.”

Innovation Hot Spot



The Hudson Valley Venture Hub

1. Mapping, tracking, and coordinating 
entrepreneurs to the services they need.
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HVVH Pitch Competitions

$10 ,0 0 0  + co n n e c t io n s t o  m o re
Save the Date! September 27th at Senate Garage 6-8:30pm
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1. Mapping, tracking, and coordinating 
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2. Conducting programming and events (in house 
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hundreds of individuals and organizations.
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1. P a id  a d vise m e n t
2. Ma t ch in g  cost s  fo r se le c t  se rvice s  

(like  g ra p h ic  d e sig n  fo r a  on e -p a g e r) 
3. St u d e n t  con t ra c t o r su p p o rt

(fo r t a sks  like  com p e t it ive  a n a lysis)
4 . P it ch in g  op p o rt u n it ie s  
5. Ta x in ce n t ive s
6 . + a cce ss  t o  a ll ou r p a rt n e r p rog ra m s 

(like  g ra n t  w rit in g , t e ch n ica l e xp e rt ise ). 

HVVH In cu b a t io n  Se rvice s



1. High -Potential. 
We look for startups with a potential to achieve commercialization of 
differentiated products or services, or established businesses that have a 
challenge leaving further growth on the table. 

2. Strong Leadership. 
Founders that have a clear vision and drive, focus, emotional fortitude, 
and business IQ required to adapt and achieve ongoing success.

3. Foundational Traction.
Before joining our incubator, companies have achieved a significant 
foundational traction required to tackle the next significant milestone of 
a pragmatic strategic plan.

Eligibility 



The Hudson Valley Venture Hub

1. Mapping, tracking, and coordinating 
entrepreneurs to the services they need.

2. Conducting programming and events (in house 
and working with partners) that bring together 
hundreds of individuals and organizations.

3. Provide direct support to entrepreneurs via paid 
advisement, providing small grants, providing 
student contractor support, tax incentives.

4. Train, educate and convene aspiring and actual 
angel investors via our HV Angel Hub program.
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“The Venture Hub has been amazing to partner with! Their services 
h a ve  b e e n  in c re d ib le  a s  w e  h a ve  co n t in u e d  t o  b u ild  To &Fro m  h e re  in  
Ne w  Yo rk.”

Ca se  St u d y
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